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VILLAGE OF WESLEY CHAPEL
PARKS AND REC Public Information Session on Page Price Park MINUTES

January 6, 2010
The Parks and Rec Committee of the Village of Wesley Chapel, North Carolina held a public information session at Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church at 120 Potter Road, Wesley Chapel, North Carolina.  
MEMBERS PRESENT: Julie Brown, Marnie Holland, John Lepke, Bill Bennett, Mike Giaimo; Alternate Karen Cohen 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Greg Miller, Pat Utley

OTHERS PRESENT: Mayor Brad Horvath, Council Members Sondra Bradford and Kim Ormiston, Cheryl Bennett, Administrator/Clerk; Planning & Zoning Administrator Joshua Langen

Residents:  Jenny Lepke, Mary Anne Stone, Todd Hess, Janis & Mike McCoy, Eric Martell, Riley Bovington, Mike Jensen, Carol Mullis, Becky Plyler, Regina Hilbert, Tracey Clinton
Jon Wood, principal with Haden Stanziale, explained the Parks and Recreation Trust fund grant is the biggest source of park funding in North Carolina.  The source of funds is the real estate transfer tax, last year it funded about 22 projects, with four to five getting the full $500,000.  The application for the grant goes in Feb. 1, they review all the applications, and we find out if we are awarded a grant in mid May.  The contract would be signed in July, and you have three years from that time to spend the money.    When your grant is closed out, you can apply for other grants.  Not everything on the park plan can be funded with the grant.  

Jon Wood said that they presented three concepts previously, the main difference between A and B was where the parking lot was.  There is a loop around the lake, boardwalks, fishing piers, and on the east side a formal garden area, outdoor classroom area, and nature trails.  On the second concept, we acquire property on the other side, and possibly use the building for a temporary town hall.  There is still access to the four lots behind it.  The gardens are now on the west side, picnic shelters, and an amphitheater for small community events.  Concept C added a potential parking area in the back off Potter Road.  Concept B was used with some modifications, and presented to the Council in December.  A small outdoor classroom was added and there is no road on the backside of the dam.  Since then we had a site survey completed which gives a better definition of the wetlands area.  We also investigated the dam, and are still in that process.  Going from a private to public status and with it being classified a high hazard dam, we would need to add an outtake and riser.  We do not have the cost figures on that yet.  
Jon Wood continued, as part of the first info session, we looked at the elements in the park.  We had a good response to the rustic type shelter, and paved trails ten feet wide for multi-use.  The next top vote getters were the boardwalk, and colorful playground.  The rest fell in the third category:  the garden, shelters, and amphitheater. We go back to Council Monday night as a Public Hearing.  We are focusing on the elements to put in the PARTF application.  If we say we put in a shelter, we have to put it in; we won’t be tied to the placement.  They are coming up with price tags for all the elements right now.  There will be two different versions, some are currently funded elements, and some are future elements.  A question was asked if the dam costs $250,000, will they do the dam remediation; yes they will, but it could take half the grant funds.  Joshua Langen asked if the dam needs to be ready when the park opens; we still need to have conversation with DENR on that.  What is the total acreage:  about 16 acres including the 1.7 acres to be purchased.  The lake makes up about 5-6 of that.  The back part of the property is not conducive to development.  What is the value and tax value of the land?  The value of the 12 + acres is more than $500,000.  Todd Hess asked about the properties behind it, do they have an easement for us to provide access?  If you are changing the nature and character of the easement, you will have to get approval of the landholders.  Sondra it is a family cluster of homes, not a formal easement.   Todd Hess noted if it has been there long enough, they will have an easement by right.   Their access will just be gravel, not paved.  Becky Plyler asked about a road to Potters Road, Jon Wood’s response was that was taken out.  
Jon Wood asked how many came to the session in December.  The response was quite a few.  How close is the Heather Glen subdivision?  They abut it; there are not any trail connections.  It would be nice to have a sidewalk, and possible connection to the elementary school.  Josh Langen asked about the neighboring property, formerly they said we would have to buy all the property, are they are now willing to sell the 1.7 acres separately;  Sondra Bradford said yes, the parcels are owned by various family members, and they are willing to sell the 1.7 acres at this time.  You might be able to buy more of the property in the future.  Mike Jensen asked if we will get the cost figure for turning the house into a town hall.  Sondra it would be a temporary location only.  Becky Plyler commented if you stick the town hall there, her fear is we would sell the other land.  Sondra noted we would need public restrooms, and a place for a deputy to write a report, a deputy suggested it would be a place for them to increase their presence in the area.  John Lepke said we would save money by not having to run utilities since they are already present.  The power lines across the lake would stay; it is the main service to the school.  It might make more sense to raise them up.  To put them underground, they would probably have to relocate them all down Weddington Road.     Sondra Bradford noted the changes were made due to people’s feedback, and the deputy suggested for safety factors moving the classroom closer to the road, and having only one parking area.  Julie Brown noted the deputy made us aware of other factors such as a grant to get a segway, and safety considerations; also there is an element of volunteerism for creating gardens, etc.; there is a lot of talent in the community and people have more time due to the economy.   Jon Wood said an element such as the formal gardens could be a community effort and not in the PARTF grant.   At Charlotte’s Freedom Park they ran out of funds, and volunteers worked to do a lot of the landscaping.  Marnie Holland said she spoke with Master Gardeners, and they are willing to help.  Julie Brown said John Lepke has looked into partnering with the schools, and teaching the kids about the ecosystem; he has amazing ideas and connections.  Joshua Langen asked regarding the priority list; would it be parking lot, driveway, and the dam, then whatever is left can be funded?  Jon Wood said you start with the recreational elements for top priority.  John Lepke said the town has a lot of money, so we can tap into that also.  Mike Giamio noted this is one of five or six elements that the master plan envisions; you have to be conscientious that those funds will also be needed for other projects.  Jon Wood will come with some financial figures Monday night and an estimate on the dam.   He will list all the elements, and different ways we can apply for PARTF.  For example, do we want the trail concrete, or crushed stone; do we want the parking lot paved.  The elements will be tied to the survey of what residents wanted.  A question was asked on the success rate in getting the PARTF grant:  usually Haden Stanziale gets two or three out of three applications per year.  The town must have a resolution or approval of the town to apply for the grant.  The amphitheater would seat 250 people; parking would be at the school or elsewhere, and people bused in.   A question was asked on how the number of parking spaces was determined:  it was determined without the amphitheater, based on use from the picnic areas, playground and trail.   Has the school given permission to use their parking lot:  Sondra Bradford replied no we have not had that conversation; she also noted the lots at the corner are also empty right now.  A citizen asked if it is a traffic hazard to cross the street:  Sondra Bradford said we would enlist the use of deputies for safely crossing the road, and there are also Safe Route to Schools grants, that would hopefully improve that intersection.  A question was asked about traffic and the impact on the Price Mill subdivision since Highway 84 has already experienced a large increase in traffic; Jon Wood said they have left messages for DOT, and that is another missing part of the question.    
Sondra Bradford said the Parks and Rec Committee recently completed a Master Plan for parks, and it is on the website; there is a public hearing on the Master Plan Monday night, and we would like your feedback on it.  
Janis McCoy said we live on Potter Road, and we are excited about it; we don’t know the board members, but we use the parks all the time and are excited about something coming here.       
The meeting adjourned at about 8 pm.   
Respectfully submitted:
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Cheryl Bennett, Clerk
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Sondra Bradford, Council Liaison
